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ABSTRACT

Wang Bo is not only famous for being the leader of the Four Literary Eminences in the early
Tang Dynasty, his “Preface to the Pavilion of Prince Teng” is considered a masterpiece and has been
passed down through the generations. Most scholars primarily research and analyze, “Preface to the
Pavilion of Prince Teng” from a literary perspective; however, this paper conducts an architectural
appreciation according to the passage within the text by Wang Bo: “Prepares the horse-drawn vehicle
/ To inquire about the scenery of a mountain / Saw down toward the sandbar / Saw the immortal’s old
hall. First, this paper describes the vocabulary related to the space and other related features of
Tengwang Pavilion. Second, the pavilion’s architectural form and history are discussed. This study

subsequently analyzes Wang Bo’s description of Tengwang Pavilion, including the location,
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architectural image, his formal appreciation, and the exhilaration it evokes. Finally, the architectural

aesthetic significance of “Preface to the Pavilion of Prince Teng” during the Tang Dynasty is

explained, including that the piece provides a foundation for appreciating the Tang Dynasty. To

enhance architectural appreciation during the Tang Dynasty, the vision of the pavilion’s final

construction was profoundly influential. The first article mentioning the pavilion compared the

building with the universe and life. Wang Bo’s text immortalized architectural appreciation, and is the

most famous literary creation of architectural appreciation.

Key Words: Wang Bo, Tengwang pavilion, preface to the pavilion of prince Teng, architectural

appreciation
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