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Sensory Writing for Depicting a Solution to the Natural
Human Desire for Openness: Elaborations on the Texts of Chu
Tien-Wen’s Century's End Magnificence and Patrick Suskind’s

Das Perfume

PIN-WEN KE
Ceneral Education Center, National University of Kaohsiung
No. 700, Kaohsiung University Rd., Nanzih District, Kaohsiung, Taiwan 811 R.0.C

ABSTRACT

In this research, both Das Perfume, a novel published in 1985 by the classic German writer

Patrick Suskind, and Century's end magnificence, a short story by the Taiwanese feminine writer Chu
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Tien-Wen, contained in an anthology bearing the same name and published locally in 1992, are
examined for elaboration. Only seven years separate the publication of these two books, both of
which use sensory writing as the literary technique for thematic development.

Patrick Suskind’s Das Perfume gets its background inspiration from 18"-century European
romanticism. In this penetrating novel, the protagonist Grenouille (the French word for “frog”) is
distinguished by the fact that he himself has no odor but does possess a very keen olfactory sense.
Grenouille, a rejected Parisian orphan, moves around in various regions of France. After serving as a
subject for an amateur scientist’s experimentation with a so-called “lethal gas” and deceptively
gaining access to the laboratory of a famous perfumer, Grenouille begins to compensate for his
deficiency by becoming a serial killer to collect scents from various beautiful young women.

Chu Tien-Wen’s Century's end magnificence brings sensory writing to late-20™-century Taipei.
This writer ponders the olfactory sense, the colors, the matter, the emotions, and worship of the
human body with many faces from the perspective of pop culture. Modern Taiwanese life is depicted
as a bleak living landscape where nothing remains.

The aim of this article is to make a penetrating comparison between the sensory writing in Chu
Tien-Wen’s Century's end magnificence and Patrick Suskind’s Das Perfume, with attention to cultural
differences between the East and the West regarding the natural human desire for openness.

Key Words: Chu Tien-wen’s Century's end magnificence, Patrick Suskind’s Das Perfume, Sense

organ writing, human nature desire
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