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ABSTRACT

After an exhaustive distribution of land territories, mankind has moved toward the ocean in
exploitation and utilization of its resources. The future is a maritime age; the 21st century is a sea
century. The 1982 “UN Convention on the Law of the Sea” officially entered into force on
November 16, 1994. This significant legal guideline for ocean resources is termed “The Sea
Charter.” Establishing an exclusive economic zone of 200 nautical miles and continental-shelf legal
systems, the “Convention” extends the limit of the oceans’ resources and the jurisdiction of the
coastal states to at least 200 miles. The seabed and subsoil of many continental shelves or exclusive
economic zones potentially possessing resources have become overlapping areas of the states with
adjacent or opposite coasts. These conditions induce many problems in maritime delimitation and
exploitation of resources and attract international concerns as well as theoretical research. In fact, as

every state moves toward the ocean, an increasing number of countries are interested in the
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exploitation of the overlapping areas; moreover, the number of Joint Development projects across
boundaries is also rapidly increasing. This article examines the relevant legal problems in the Joint
Development system and introduces some national practices with the view of offering theoretical
support and guidelines for pragmatic implications.
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