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ABSTRACT

Although they have adopted Western models and elements as their main design styles in the
past, Taiwanese designers are now beginning to focus on the local culture because they face many
changes, including local consciousness, economic globalization, and consumption customs in a new
era. Designers now search for the elements and symbols of local popular cultures for design
applications. Therefore, symbolic commodity consumption and commodity aesthetics are currently
becoming important design concepts.

This report begins with a history of design in the twentieth century through a review of the
literature, wherein commercial design and the meaning of symbolic commodity consumption are
explored. Next, a flowchart depicting the process of such consumption, constructed from the
analytical results of the transferal process, is presented. Moreover, an analysis of the reasons for the
popularity of symbolic consumption as an early-twenty-first-century style and a discussion of
symbolic consumption and commodity aesthetics in Taiwanese popular commercial design with
regard to multi-cultures, design theories and methods are included. The conclusion offers advice for
Taiwanese researchers and designers concerning how to face homogeneous design styles and create
heterogeneous products with Taiwanese cultural symbols.

Key Words: cultural symbolic consumption, popular commodity aesthetics, design trend, localization,

popular cultures
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